Research Relations Team  - Menu of support for large research grant applications
Please get in touch with us to discuss the type of support you need. We are a small team so can help with particular parts of your application but can generally not provide full project management. Please see information on our webpages about examples of grant writing companies that provide this sort of service if this is something you are looking for.
	Stage of application
	Support needed
	What we can do to help
	What we can’t do

	Pre-writing support
	Understanding the call
	We will read the call information and give you advice on what the call is looking for based on our understanding of the scheme and our previous experience. We may also be able to attend online webinars and summarise the key points for you if you are not able to attend these.
If you are unsure on remit, we can advise or provide information about who to contact in the funder for more detailed queries.
	We are generally not able to advise on whether the proposed work is scientifically robust enough to be competitive. 

	
	Organising a meeting for interested applicants
	We can arrange a meeting for potential applicants. This may be useful to understand who else in Cambridge is interested in applying and discuss potential ideas. We can make connections between researchers in different departments or in different schools where we can see common interests. (NB for researchers in Schools beyond SPS and SoT we can consult our counterpart research facilitators in other Schools. 
	We are not able to organise regular meetings for applicant teams. We are usually very happy to attend such meetings. 

We do not usually help with identifying collaborators or advisors outside of Cambridge. We do not generally organise matchmaking events as PIs are usually best placed to know who they want to work with.

	
	Sending past examples
	We can source potential past examples of relevant applications, or relevant sections of past applications to send you. We are only able to do this where the past applicants have agreed for their application to be shared. 
	We are not able to send you past examples for schemes where the applicant has not agreed or where a scheme is new. We may be able to send you relevant examples from other similar schemes.

	Writing support 
	Providing feedback on drafts
	We are happy to provide feedback on drafts of your application. We can provide feedback on the readability of the application and whether the application makes sense to a non-specialist. We can also feedback on whether there are any important elements missing. We can also provide some proof reading.
	We are generalists with a non-technical background. We are generally not able to provide feedback on the quality of the science, or the methodologies used.

	
	Writing initial drafts of non-technical sections
	In some circumstances we can write initial drafts of non-technical sections of the application. Examples of these are below:


	We are not able to draft the vision or approach or any other technical sections which require a knowledge of the science being proposed.

	
	
	[image: Document outline]Applicant and Team Capability to deliver: If the application involves a team of academic CoIs we can collate CV information from each member of the team and produce a first draft of the R4RI modules based on this information. 

[image: Document outline]Management /Governance section: We can discuss with you the arrangements for management and key roles and write a first draft of the governance section. We can provide ideas for ECR support/ EDI Action Plan as well as suggested text for how to manage flexible funding.

[image: Document outline]Ethics and Responsible Innovation: We can provide some general text for this section, based on university ethics structures, and training provision. However applicants will usually need to add specific information about key ethical and responsible innovation considerations for their specific topic area.

[image: Document outline]Data Management Plan -we can provide access to relevant university information and funder expectations. We can signpost you to other support for this section.

[image: Document outline] Justification of Resources - We can provide suggestions on how to structure or phrase this section. Generally, however the PI will work with their department costing team on this as they will work with you on developing the budget.

[image: Document outline]Institutional support and environment – we can help draft letters of support if required from the Head of School, or provide general information about the School (e.g. number of staff, research income etc).

[image: Document outline]Cambridge Large Grant Contribution Fund – We can produce a first draft of the request for the Cambridge Large Grant contribution fund for large applications over £5M. We can discuss with you what costs will benefit the project and fit with the LGCF priorities. Further support is provided by the Research Strategy Office.

	We would not usually help with a first draft of the Applicant and Team Capability to deliver section if the application is a fellowship or from an individual. This is because generally more detail is required from the PI. We are happy to provide comments on your draft however.

We would not usually help with cost or finance information. Local teams within the department will support with costing. We do not provide any support for coordinating budgets across departments or partners.

We would not usually coordinate or collate project partner letters of support. However, we can provide a template and guidance on structure if needed.

We do not usually provide help with Head of Department statements of support or information about local department infrastructure. 

	
	Signposting to other sources of support
	We can signpost you to other teams for specialist advise on specific aspects of your application.
Examples include IP and commercialisation, policy engagement, public engagement etc.

Note, there is a separate team withing the university that can review Data Management Plans. Data Management Plan Review Support | Research Data Management

	

	Support post submission
	Reviewing response to reviewers
	We can send you information on how to structure your reposnse to reviewers. We can also review your response for tone and focus and advise on how to answer peer review questions raised around the non-technical parts of the application.
	We cannot provide information on how to respond to technical questions or discrepancies that relate to the science.

	
	Providing support for mock interviews
	We can help with mock interviews in the following ways:
· We can schedule a mock interview for you such as lining up mock panel members
· If the PI or others organise a mock interview, we are happy to be part of a mock panel to ask tricky questions!
· We can provide example interview questions for your team to practise based on our experience with past interviews. 
	We are not able to offer support for organising all mock interviews. Generally we will not be able to help organise mock interviews for early career fellowships due to the quantity of these.
Where we are unable to help, we can provide advice on mock interview formats or suggest others you can approach to be part of a mock panel.
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